
















1.  It’s	the	first	of	its	kind	in	the	state	of	Iowa.	And	American Natural Soy	owners	Mark	Schuett	and	his	
wife	Julie,	believe	it’s	only	the	beginning	of	a	new	movement	in	crop	production.	Their new canola  






2.  Pizza Ranch	began	as	a	single	restaurant	in	1981	in	Hull,	Iowa.	Tody,	it		has	more	than	140	restaurants	
spread	across	nine	states	and	the	chain	is	growing	at	a	rate	of	20	new	restaurants	each	year.	To support 
that growth, the company has built a new 20,000-square-foot headquarters and support center in the 


















processing	 plant	 in	 the	 northwest	
community	of 	Cherokee	could	give	
greater	strength	to	organic	farming.










































oils,	 and	 food-grade	meal	 or	 flour	
from	sunflower,	safflower,	and	flax.






	 He	 says	 the	 new	 canola	 facility	
builds	upon	the	success	of 	American	
Natural	Soy's	soy	and	flax	facilities.
	 “Our	 entire	 system	 is	 organic,	
chemical	free	and	identity	preserved,”	
Schuett	says.	




	 All	of 	this	is	an	extension	of 	the	
Schuetts’	back-to-the-future	business	






crushing	 facility,	 the	 canola	 acres	
aren’t	 here	 right	now,	but	 farmers	
now	have	a	good	place	to	delivery	it,	
and	we	know	production	will	grow.”
	 The	oil	 from	canola	 is	 regarded	


















Economic	 Development's	 	 Value-
















farming	 practices.	 “Premiums	 for	
certified-organic	flax,	canola	and	soy	
can	exceed	by	50	percent	the	market	
price	paid	 for	 commodity	 grains,”	
he	says.	
	 And	 by	 helping	 area	 producers	
take	a	page	from	the	history	books,	
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Growing Chain on the Plains
	 In	 1981,	 while	 most	 19	 year	
olds	 were	 choosing	 college	 classes	
or	 working	 part-time	 jobs,	 Ardie	
Groeneweg	was	busy	running	a	res-
taurant	 in	 his	 hometown	 of 	Hull,	
Iowa.	Today,	that	one	restaurant—





and	 Groeneweg	 sees	 the	 chain	



























	 The	 headquarters	 expansion	
project	 received	an	assist	 from	 the	
Iowa	 Department	 of 	 Economic	

























	 “Fundamentally	 it	 is	 the	 buffet	
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of 	East	Marshall,	 an	 unmotivated	





	 Today	 that	 student—Tyler	
Richard—has	a	patent	pending	for	
a	virtual	reality	application.	What’s	
more,	 upon	 graduation	he’s	 going	
to	 Iowa	 State	University	 to	 study	
computer	engineering.
	 Richard’s	 transformation	 as	 a	






















is	 used	 in	 industries	 as	 diverse	 as	
manufacturing,	 medicine,	 oil	 and	













designing	 a	 tractor	 cab	 involves	
creating	a	 space	where	people	can	
work	 effectively	 for	 long	 stretches.	










ested	 in	 the	 technology	were	given	







idea	 that	 students	 are	 uncovering	
the	 learning	 themselves	with	 some	










Marshall’s	 experience	 by	 bringing	
virtual	reality	machines	to	six	more	
















	 “It	 could	 be	













	 For	 Tyler	 Richard,	 discovering	
what	makes	an	obsolete	virtual	reality	
machine	work	has	transformed	him	
from	 an	 ambivalent	 high-school	
student	to	computer	scientist.
	 For	 Iowa	 companies	 such	 as	
Mechdyne,	 Rockwell	 Collins	 and	
John	Deere	to	compete	in	the	global	
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